DECLASSIFIED
. PA/HO Department of State
ECLASSIFIED S - E.O. 12958, as amended

Authonty/v)‘/ D June 21, 2006

Bx/mmxaate Vel +7 QS 3»4,,,
o Department/o/’ dzare -Ea ;

////’""\\ .)

0 8189552 DEC 70
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2844 1 Dec 70

b TEHRAN 5142 17 @J/c/“ W:'OB a.m,
\ ) \\
s
rﬁ;rssr SECY SISCO AND ( ﬂ

FOR DEPUTY UNDER SECY MACOMBE \J\
MIKLOS FROM MACARTHUR ’
3 o)

o —
SUBJECT: ATTEMPTED ABDUCTION VD/OR)SB?XSSINATION oF \ -
AMBASSADOR AND WIFE Y

1l MY WIFE AND 1 DINED INFORNALLY WITH COURT MINISTER
ALAM LAST EVENING (NOV 3@) BECAUSE HE WISHED TO DISCUSS
WITH ME SOME MATTERS WHICH DEEPLY CONCERNED SHAH. ONLY
MINISTER OF ECONOMY ANSARY AND WIFE WERE PRESENT. MY
91 WIFE AND I LEFT ALAM'S HOME TO RETURN TO EMBASSY

| RESIDENCE ABOUT 11:90 P.M. MIDWAY BETWEEN ALAM'S
RESIDENCE AND EMBASSY ON A BROAD BOULEVARD A LARGE CAR
CONTAINING THREEE OR FOUR MEN (ESTIMATED AGE MID-TWENTIES)
OVERTOOK US AND SWERVED TOWARD US FORCING OUR CAR TOWARD
CURB. SINCE THIS WAS EVE OF HOLIDAY (CELEBRATING END "OF
RAMAZAN) WE AND OUR DRIVER HAIKAZ INITIALLY ASSUMED CAR
OCCUPANTS WERE SIMPLY EXUBERANT CELEBRANTS OF FORTH~
COMING HOLIDAY. HOWEVER, WHEN HAIXAZ REFUSED TO BE
FORCED FURTHER TOWARD CURB, CAR SWERVED IN, STRIKING
LEFT SIDE OF OUR CAR IN DELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO FORCE US
TO CURB AND CUI US OFF. ASSAILANTS DID SUCCEED IN
VIRTUALLY BRIN%NG US TO A HALT. AT SAME TIME SECOND
CAR TOOK POSITION BEHIND US. IN RAPIDLY MOVING MOVIE-r-
TYPE SCENARIO, TWO MEN JUMPED OUT OF CAR, ONE WITH
PISTOL POINTED AT US SHOUTING AND GESTICULATING FOR. US
TO GET OUT. I INSTRUCTED OUR CHAUFFEUR, HAIKAZ, WHO
BEHAVED SUPERBLY, TO0 GO FULL SPEED AHEAD AND HE SKILL-
FULLY DISENGAGED FROM THE CAR WHICH HAD FORCED UuS
TOWARDS CURB AND ACCELERATED, MANEUVERING OUR CADILLA
BETWEEN ASSAILANTS®' CAR AND JUBE, WHEREUPON MAN WITH
PISTOL FIRED POINTBLANK AT US AS WE DROPPED TO FLOOR
(BULLET LOGING IN'DOOR FRAME BY REAR SEAT). AT SAME
TIME SECOND MAN HURLED AX AT REAR SIDE WINDOW SHATTER
ING IT COMPLETELY WITH AX COMING TO REST WITH US ON

FLOOR OF OUR CAR."
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2. I REPORTED INCIDENT TO COURT MINISTER ALAM

IMMEDIATELY UPON RETURN TO EMBASSY AND HE IN TURN AT

ONCE REPORTED TO SHAH AND PRIMIN. ENTIRE IRANIAN

SECURITY APPARATUS WAS IMMEDIATELY ALERTED AND STARTED
INVESTIGATION., PRIME MINISTER CALLED ME PERSONALLY TO
EXPRESS DEEP REGRET AND PROPOSED THAT SPECIAL IRANIAN
SECURITY GUARD BE PROVIDED FOR BOTH MY WIFE AND ME.

I HAVE ACCEPTED THIS OFFER AND WILL HANDLE IN waY

WHICH WE HOPE WILL NOT BE TOO OBTRUSIVE. .-

3. ALTHOUGH NO ONE EXCEPT FEW OF MY CLOSEST ASSOCIATES
KNOWS OF ATTACK, IN VIEW OF CONDITION OF CAR AND FACT
THAT IRANIAN GUARDS AT EMBASSY AND HOUSEHOLD PERSONNEL
AND MOTOR POO@L PEOPLE ARE AWARE THAT THERE WAS SOME
INCIDENT, AWNEW THAT SOMETHING HAPPENED -WILL IN

DUE COURSE LEAK OUT. EMBASSY PERSONNEL HAVE SIMPLY
BEEN TOLD WE HAD AUTO ACCIDENT BUT NOBODY HURT.

4, 1 AM PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS THAT THIS MATTER BE

¥TREATED PUBLICLY IN WAY WHICH WILL NOT RPT NOT EMBARRASS
GOI. ACCORDINGLY, COURT MINISTER ALAM (AFTER CONSULTA-
TION WITH SHAH AND PRIMIN HOVEYDA) AND 1 HAVE AGREED
THAT WE WILL VOTUNTEER N@—STATEMENT ABOUT INCIDENT BUT
IF WE -ARE QUERIED RESPONSE WILL BE THAT WHILE RETURNING
TO RESIDENCE FROM A DINNER LAST EVENING OUR CAR WAS o
SIDESWIPED BY A HIT-AND-RUN DRIVER WHO WAS PROCEEDING

AT A HIGH RATE OF SPEED AND THAT CAR SUFFERED BROKEN
WINDOW AND SOME OTHER DAMAGE BUT NOBODY HURT. WE CAN

NOT SPECULATE ON WHETHER ACCIDENT WAS DELIBERATE ON

PART OF HIT-AND-RUN DRIVER OR SIMPLY RESULT OF VERY

BAD DRIVING FOR WHICH IRAN IS KNOWN.

5. 1 TRUST FOREGOING WILL BE HELD VERY CLOSELY IN

DEPT ON NEED-TO-KNOW BASIS AND THAT NOTHING WILL BE

SAID OR VOLUNTEERED BY ANYONE. IF DEPT SHQULD BE
QUERIED, REQUEST 'IT REPLY AS AGREED WITH ALAM IN

PARA 4 AND THAT I BE NOTIFIED OF QUERY. THUS FAR .
NOBODY HAS A CLUE AS TO WHO WAS BEHIND ATTACK OR WHAT
MOTIVATED IT BUT.SINCE OTHER OF MY PRINCIPAL. ASSOCIATES
COULD POSSIBLY ALSO BE TARGETS WE ARE REVIEWING URGENTLY
OUR SECURITY PROCEDURES.

6. FINALLY I WILL IN DUE COURSE PROPOSE OUR DRIVER
'HAIKAZ FOR VERY SPECIAL AWARD FOR WITHOUT HIS COURAGE,
COOLNESS AND SKILL THERE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN A HAPPLY
ENDING. GP-3. .: |
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